GOVERNANCE, TRANSPARENCY AND LABOR RELATIONS POLICY COMMITTEE
HIGHLIGHTS
Friday, March 31, 2017
Doubletree Hotel, Ontario
ATTENDANCE
Members: Lamnin, Sara (Chair); Warren, Acquanetta (V.Chair); Arbuckle, Jan; Austin, Al; Birsan, Edi;
Campbell, Cal; Clarke, Jim; Constantine, Richard; Cousino, JoAnne; Duffey, Harold; Endaya, David;
Garcia, Leon; Grant, Peter; Hall, Ronn; Harris, George; Hunt, Curtis; Johl, Randi; Low, Polly; Luckino,
Frank; Mizuno, Stephanie; Murray, Laurie; Nicol, Colleen; Norman, David; Ogorchock, Lori; Orologas,
Alexandra; Panholzer, Gaudenz; Patterson, Pam; Quintana, Ana Maria; Real Sebastian; Teresa; Reynosa,
Maribel; Ruffing, Linda; Schillinger, Stuart; Schmidt, Ernie; Scoles, Greg; Sianez, Corey; Simonsen,
Arne; Stone, Randall; Talamantes, Jess; Walter, Jay; Wilson, Lori
League Partners: LoFranco, Laurie; Narayan, Brenda
Staff: Dane Hutchings
I.

State Budget and Issues Briefing
The March 2017 Policy Committee meetings began with a general session briefing. Dan Carrigg,
Deputy Executive Director, Legislative Director provided a much anticipated update on the
looming transportation deal.
Dan Carrigg provided an overview of the comprehensive transportation-funding package, SB 1
(Beall), and constitutional transportation funding protection, ACA 5 (Frazier). He said that the
League is a strong supporter of the measures that would generate and constitutionally protect $5.2
billion dollars in new annual transportation revenues. The League, along with a broad coalition of
local government, business, and labor has been strongly advocating for the passage of this
package. Mr. Carrigg stressed the need for all cities to contact their legislators and send in letters
of support in order to get the bill over the finish line. The League is working with the
Administration and Legislature closely to pass a transportation-funding package by the imposed
deadline of April 6, 2017.
Jason Rhine, Legislative Representative, briefed members on the large volume of housing bills
introduced in the 2017 legislative session, sharing that many threaten removal of local land use
authority in response to the housing crisis. In response to the housing crisis gripping many
communities, the League is sponsoring multiple pieces of legislation. The sponsored and
supported housing measures are presented as the League’s Blueprint for More Housing. The
Blueprint is headlined by SB 540, authored by Senator Richard Roth. SB 540 seeks to streamline
housing construction by improving planning and environmental review processes that protect
public engagement and environmental analyses. Mr. Rhine urged members to support the
Blueprint and other measures, which provide support and financial assistance to cities and
developers to lift California out of the housing crisis.
Tim Cromartie, Legislative Representative, briefed members on the issues surrounding the
implementation of Propositions 57 and 64—both earned passage on the November 2016 ballot.
Proposition 57, which expanded parole and good behavior credit opportunities for felons
convicted of nonviolent crimes, has consequently triggered a litany of bills aimed at expanding
the definition of a “violent” crime—which at present is narrowly defined. The League is
supporting measures that expand this definition in order to ensure appropriate oversight of serious
and violent offenders.

Mr. Cromartie also discussed the range of bills introduced that attempt to establish a regulatory
framework for implementing the legalization of recreational marijuana under Proposition 64. The
League is supporting bills that aim to safeguard public safety and health, including bills that aim
to establish labeling and concentration standards. The Governor has indicated that there needs to
be a unified regulatory framework for both recreational and medical marijuana. The League,
along with the Police Chiefs Association, will be keeping a close eye on any such consolidated
plan and the universe of Marijuana bills
Dan Carrigg provided a short briefing on the Trump Administration’s “Skinny Budget” proposal.
On March 16, 2017, President Trump released his “Skinny Budget” outlining his blueprint for
federal spending. Among the proposed spending cuts, the budget eliminates the Community
Development Block Grants (CDBG), and HOME Investment Partnerships Program. In 2016,
California cities received over $253 million dollars from CDBG and just over $70 million from
the HOME program. The proposal also eliminates the State Criminal Alien Assistance Grants,
Clean Power Plan, and the Economic Development Administration (EDA), and Minority
Business Development Agency. The Budget includes a proposed 10 percent increase to defense
spending, significant increases for Overseas Contingency Operations spending and a 6.8 percent
increase to Homeland Security and Immigration enforcement, roughly $690 billion overall. The
League will continue to monitor state and federal budget activity as we approach Governor
Brown’s May Revise and future action on the federal budget
II.

Welcome and Introductions
Chair Sara Lamnin (Councilmember; Hayward) and Vice Chair Acquanetta Warren
(Mayor; Fontana) welcomed the committee to the second committee meeting of the year and
expressed gratitude to each member for their service to the cities of California and the League
of California Cities. Each member was invited to introduce himself or herself. The committee was
debriefed on the truncated meeting schedule due to travel limitations.

III.

Public Comment
No Public Comment

IV.

Legislative Update
Police Officers Employer Issues
AB 887 (Cooper) Public Safety Officers: Investigations and Interviews
The committee extensively deliberated the practical implementation of the added provisionto
existing law added by this measure. Members of the committee questioned the impact of the
measure and its difference from existing practice und the Public Safety Officers Procedural Bill
of Rights (POBAR). Members of the committee familiar with peace officer investigations
provided clarity on the changes made by the measure. From the management perspective, the
measure is interpreted as to mean that an officer shall be given near full details of the incidents
and complaints prior to the investigation of the officer. This expansion of pre-interview
discovery raised concerns as it may undermine investigations.
The Committee moved to Oppose the measure (34-5; 1 abstention).
AB 1298 (Santiago) Public Safety Officers: Procedural Rights
The short discussion on this measure detailed the committee’s concern that this measure
inappropriately increases the difficulty of conducting officer investigations and for witnesses to
submit testimony.

The Committee moved to Oppose the measure (40-0).
Elections / Public Records
SB 691/ SCA 11 (Lara) Local Elections: Party Preference
The committee overwhelmingly supports local non-partisan elections. Numerous committee
members recognized that although political parties serve an important purpose, and that many of
the members were affiliated with a particular party, they should not be given a greater role in
local elections. Members pointed to the various functions of local elected officials, such as city
clerks and managers, which benefit from non-partisan influence. Looking to the nation’s capital
as an example, Washington D.C., members highlighted the divisive nature of
political parties
and fear its transmission into local government elections and governance. In disagreement, a
member of the committee highlighted the benefits that political party cues provide to casual
voters. The member argued that voters can attain a tremendous amount of information from party
affiliations and increase and improve engagement in contradiction to claims that partisan
elections will reduce attention to candidate qualifications.
After extensive discussion the Committee moved to Oppose both SB 691 and SCA 11

(35-1).

SB 657 (Bates) California Public Records Act: Reverse Public Records
The committee deferred to the expertise of committee members who process public records act
requests in a professional capacity. These members expressed numerous concerns and
recommended that the committee oppose this measure. One such concern is that the measure
would punish local governments for appropriately using discretion allowed under existing law by
allowing the court to require public agencies to pay attorney’s fees and court costs for “delaying”
records requests. The committee felt that the measure does not offer sufficient safeguards and
discretion to local governments to properly balance disclosure and privacy, as intended by this
body of law.
The Committee moved to Oppose the measure (Unanimous).
Divestments
AB 946 (Ting) CalPERS Divestment: Border Wall
1597 (Nazarian) CalPERS Divestment: Turkish Government
After extensive discussion on the matter of divestments, the Committee voted to Oppose both
measures above and adopt the following divestment policy:
CalPERS Divestments Policy
Divestment in industries that may run contrary to environmental or other broad policy goals as an
investment strategy can present challenging conflicts for CalPERS in balancing current affairs
against its fiduciary duty to maximize retirement investments.
The League supports CalPERS’ priority to its members as stated in the State Constitution Article
16, Section 17, "[a] retirement board’s duty to its participants and their beneficiaries shall take
precedence over any other duty."
The League supports responsible investment strategies that balance the short and long term ability
of CalPERS to meet its financial commitments to its members.

Any divestment policy must be well vetted and must include the opportunity to identify
alternative revenue sources consistent with the intended impact of the divestment and CalPERS’
fiduciary responsibilities outlined above.
The League supports CalPERS proxy access efforts to affect change from within businesses
CalPERS has invested in to ensure they are well managed for sustained, responsible, long-term
success.
V.

Staff Update: Pensions Where are We Now and Next Steps
Staff provided a brief update on the current status of the CalPERS pension fund which included a
brief history, challenges within the system, political realities associated with reforms and next
steps that will be taken by the Leagues Pension. Staff also solicited questions and comments from
members of the committee regarding their pension obligations and shared best-practices as
indicated by the GTLR policy committee work plan goals.

VI.

Municipal Transparency: Past, Present, Future & Best Practices
Nicolas Heidorn of Common Cause was welcomed by the Committee to present on the latest
trends and best practices in Municipal Government. The Presentation can be here: Municipal
Governments: Trends and Best Practices. Mr. Heidorn also discussed the recent enactment of
legislation that authorizes general law cities to establish independent redistricting commissions.
Material on this topic can be found here: Local Redistricting Commissions .

Next Meeting: Friday, June 9, 2017 Sacramento Convention Center, 1400 J Street, Sacramento

